MLA In-Text Citations: The Basics
(The following has been taken from the Owl Purdue site and the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed., respectively.)

Basic In-Text Citation Rules

In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known as parenthetical or “in-text” citation. This method involves placing relevant source information in parentheses after a quote or a paraphrase.

Citing Non-Print or Sources from the Internet

With more and more scholarly work being posted on the Internet, you may have to cite research you have completed in virtual environments. While many sources on the Internet should not be used for scholarly work, some Web sources are acceptable for research. When creating in-text citations for electronic, film, or Internet sources, remember that your citation must reference the source in your Works Cited.

Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources because of the absence of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require any sort of parenthetical citation at all. For electronic and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines:

· Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that corresponds to the citation (e.g. author name, article name, website name, film name). 

· You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s print preview function. 

· Unless you must list the website name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the appropriate entry, do not include URLs in-text. Only provide a domain name, like CNN.com or Forbes.com.

General Guidelines
· The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends 1.) upon the source type (e.g. Print, Web, PDF) and 2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited page. 

· Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on the Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to your readers in the text, must be the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the corresponding entry in the Works Cited List. 

Give only the information necessary to identifying the source. Use the author’s last name if available, or the title of the source, or if you do not have either of those things, identify the source by website domain name. NO URLs.

In order to cut down on unnecessary or redundant citations, if you’ve used the author’s name in the sentence, you do not need to repeat it in the parenthetical citation following your quote. You would, however, include the page number in parentheses if a page number exists.

What should my in-text citations look like? Pay close attention to how the spacing looks and where the punctuation is in relation to everything else.

MLA Formatting Quotations

When you directly quote the works of others in your paper, you will format quotations differently depending on their length. Below are some basic guidelines for incorporating quotations into your paper. 
Short Quotations

To indicate short quotations (fewer than four typed lines of prose or three lines of verse), enclose the quotation within double quotation marks. Provide the author and specific page citation (in the case of verse, provide line numbers) in the text, and include a complete reference on the Works Cited page. Punctuation marks such as periods, commas, and semicolons should appear after the parenthetical citation. Question marks and exclamation points should appear within the quotation marks if they are a part of the quoted passage but after the parenthetical citation if they are a part of your text. For example:
According to some, dreams express "profound aspects of personality" (Foulkes 184), though others disagree.

According to Foulkes's study, dreams may express "profound aspects of personality" (184).

Is it possible that dreams may express "profound aspects of personality" (Foulkes 184)?
Adding or Omitting Words in Quotations

If you add a word or words in a quotation, you should put brackets around the words to indicate that they are not part of the original text.

Jan Harold Brunvand, in an essay on urban legends, states: "some individuals [who retell urban legends] make a point of learning every rumor or tale" (78).
If you omit a word or words from a quotation, you should indicate the deleted word or words by using ellipsis marks, which are three periods ( . . . ) preceded and followed by a space. For example:

In an essay on urban legends, Jan Harold Brunvand notes that "some individuals make a point of learning every recent rumor or tale . . . and in a short time a lively exchange of details occurs" (78).
*Please note that brackets are not needed around ellipses unless adding brackets would clarify your use of ellipses.

Quotations with an error (spelling, punctuation, etc.)
When quoting text with a spelling or grammar error, you should transcribe the error exactly in your own text. However, also insert the term sic in italics directly after the mistake, and enclose it in brackets. Sic is from the Latin, and translates to "thus," "so," or "just as that." The word tells the reader that your quote is an exact reproduction of what you found, and the error is not your own.
Mr. Johnson says of the experience, "It makes one reconsider the exisstence [sic] of extraterrestrials" (245).
In-Text Citations: Author and Page Style

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example:

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263). 
Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).


Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).

AUTHOR’S NAME IN TEXT

Tannen has argued this point (178-95).

AUTHOR’S NAME IN REFERENCE

This point has already been argued (Tannen 178-95).

To avoid interrupting the flow of your writing, place the parenthetical reference where a pause would naturally occur (usually at the end of the sentence), as near as possible to the material being documented. The parenthetical reference comes before the punctuation mark that ends the sentence, clause, or phrase in which the borrowed material appears.

Example: In his Autobiography, Benjamin Franklin states that he prepared a list of his thirteen virtues (135-37).
(Note: unlike the punctuation found with dialogue-related quotations, there are no commas leading into the quote; if you’re integrating a phrase in the middle of your own sentence you will not use a capital letter at the start of the quote; and at the end of the quote you do not include a comma or period before the end quote – the period, except when creating a block/long quote, will not occur until AFTER the parenthetical citation.)

Example: In the late Renaissance, Machiavelli contended that human beings were by nature “ungrateful” and “mutable” (124), and Montaigne thought them “miserable and puny” (134).
When you include several pieces of information from the same single source in close succession within a paragraph, you can be more concise by using one of the following techniques. However, always give complete citations if any of these techniques might cause confusion about where the information is coming from.

Quote within a Quote 
Enclose the quotation within the quotation in single quotation marks. 

Example: 
Dr. Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Humanities at Yale University, says in his introduction to Julius Caesar: Major Literary Character: “Entering as the Ghost of Caesar, Shakespeare would have had the pleasure of identifying himself as: ‘Thy evil spirit, Brutus.’ It is a lovely touch, whoever first played it, and it hints at the true relation between Caesar and Brutus, father and son, king and regicide” (3). 

Multiple Quotes from the Same Author in the Same Paragraph
Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the everyday . . . and the world of romance.” Although the two lovers are part of the world of romance, their language of love nevertheless becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (Zender 138, 141).

(Note: in the above example there are some important punctuation elements. Since the first quote is already going to be included in the citation at the end of the paragraph, there is no need to insert its page number after the quotation mark; therefore you include the period inside the quotation mark. Also, the use of the ellipses in that first quote indicates that words from the original author’s text have been omitted. Finally, in the parenthetical citation at the end, BOTH pages on which those quotes occur have been listed respectively [page 138 for the first quote and 141 for the second.])

OR, with a little rearrangement of the wording, you could do it this way:
Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the everyday,” associated with the adults in the play, and “the world of romance,” associated with the two lovers (Zender 138). Romeo and Juliet’s language of love nevertheless becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (141).

(Note: since the first two quotes round out a clause that naturally call for a comma before the next clause in the sentence, the comma is included inside the quotation mark.)

OR, you could name the source in the text of the paragraph, at the start, and merely include the page numbers at the end of the quotes:

According to Karl F. Zender, Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the everyday,” associated with the adults in the play, and “the world of romance,” associated with the two lovers (138). Romeo and Juliet’s language of love nevertheless becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (141).

Electronic Sources

One online film critic stated that Fitzcarraldo is "...a beautiful and terrifying critique of obsession and colonialism" (Garcia, “Herzog: a Life”).
The Purdue OWL is accessed by millions of users every year. Its “MLA Formatting and Style Guide” is one of the most popular resources (Stolley et al.).

In the first example, the writer has chosen not to include the author name in-text; however, two entries from the same author appear in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes both the author’s last name and the article title in the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader to the appropriate entry on the Works Cited page (see below). In the second example, “Stolley et al.” in the parenthetical citation gives the reader an author name followed by the abbreviation “et al.,” meaning, “and others,” for the article. 

Both corresponding Works Cited entries are as follows:

Garcia, Elizabeth. "Herzog: a Life." Online Film Critics Corner. The Film School of New Hampshire, 2 May 2002. Web. 8 Jan. 2009.

Stolley, Karl. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The OWL at Purdue. 10 May 2006. Purdue University Writing Lab. 12 May 2006.

When a Citation Is Not Needed

Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You do not need to give sources for familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. Remember, this is a rhetorical choice, based on audience. If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for example, they'll have different expectations of what constitutes common knowledge.

Citing Authors with Same Last Names

Sometimes more information is necessary to identify the source from which a quotation is taken. For instance, if two or more authors have the same last name, provide both authors' first initials (or even the authors' full name if different authors share initials) in your citation. For example:

Although some medical ethicists claim that cloning will lead to designer children (R. Miller 12), others note that the advantages for medical research outweigh this consideration (A. Miller 46).
Citing a Work Witten by Multiple Authors

For a source with three or fewer authors, list the authors' last names in the text or in the parenthetical citation:
Smith, Yang, and Moore argue that tougher gun control is not needed in the United States (76).
The authors state "Tighter gun control in the United States erodes Second Amendment rights" (Smith, Yang, and Moore 76).

For a source with more than three authors, use the work's bibliographic information as a guide for your citation. Provide the first author's last name followed by et al. or list all the last names.

Jones et al. counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argument by noting that the current spike in gun violence in America compels law makers to adjust gun laws (4).

Or

Legal experts counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argument by noting that the current spike in gun violence in America compels law makers to adjust gun laws (Jones et al. 4).

Or

Jones, Driscoll, Ackerson, and Bell counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argument by noting that the current spike in gun violence in America compels law makers to adjust gun laws (4).
Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

If you cite more than one work by a particular author, include a shortened title for the particular work from which you are quoting to distinguish it from the others.

Lightenor has argued that computers are not useful tools for small children ("Too Soon" 38), though he has acknowledged elsewhere that early exposure to computer games does lead to better small motor skill development in a child's second and third year ("Hand-Eye Development" 17).

Additionally, if the author's name is not mentioned in the sentence, you would format your citation with the author's name followed by a comma, followed by a shortened title of the work, followed, when appropriate, by page numbers:

Visual studies, because it is such a new discipline, may be "too easy" (Elkins, "Visual Studies" 63).
Citing Indirect Sources

Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in another source. For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually consulted. For example:

Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and they don't do that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259).

Note: in most cases, a responsible researcher will attempt to find the original source, rather than citing an indirect source.

