PARENTHETICAL (IN-TEXT) CITATIONS
What is parenthetical documentation? 
A system for giving credit to authors and work for their words or ideas by writing the source and the page number in parentheses within the text of the research paper. 

All items which receive parenthetical documentation in your research paper must have a corresponding citation on the Works Cited page. 

Do I have to use parenthetical documentation every time I use information from one of my sources? 
Yes, unless the information is general, factual information. An example of information that would not have to be documented is an author’s date and place of birth. 

Do I have to use parenthetical documentation when I use a quotation? 
Yes. 

Do I have to use parenthetical documentation when I use a paraphrase (even if I put the idea into my own words)?
Yes, that is what a paraphrase is. You must still document the source of the idea, not just the words.
Won’t I have a lot of parenthetical documentation? 
Yes. Research papers and documented essays have parenthetical documentation. If you do not document the sources you use, you are plagiarizing. 

Can I have too much parenthetical documentation? 
Yes. If your documented evidence outweighs your original argument, you are writing a list of facts and not a proper research paper. 

Where should parenthetical documentation be placed? 
Parenthetical documentation generally goes at the end of the sentence where the quotation or paraphrase appears. 

Example: 
More was vocal about the corruption and abuses within the Catholic Church, and he did not blindly support it or the church: “ [. . .] More was not a papalist as the film makes him. He believed that the popes erred [. . .]” (Marius 73).
Sometimes it will be necessary to move the parenthetical documentation from the end to the interior of the sentence for clarity. To avoid interrupting the flow of your writing, place the parenthetical documentation where a pause would naturally occur, as close as possible to the quote or paraphrase documented. 

Example: 
According to a well-known anthropologist, we should define a culture not by its notable customs but by the ways it specifically works to govern how its members act (Geertz 44), a definition that can help us revise our usual understanding of a primitive culture's "ignorant" or "superstitious" religious beliefs, for example. 

What goes in the parenthetical documentation? 
According the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th Edition), “References in the text must clearly point to the specific source in the list of works cited. The information in your parenthetical references in the text must match the corresponding information in the entries in your list of works cited” (214-215). Your parenthetical documentation must direct the reader to the source listed on your Works Cited page. Generally the name of the author and the page number will identify the source where you borrowed the information you have documented. If you use the author’s name in your sentence, the page number alone goes in the parenthetical documentation. 
With author not mentioned in the text of your paper: 

Physical blindness may sometimes symbolize understanding or prescience as in the case of Tiresias (Foster 234). 

With author mentioned in the text of your paper: 
Thomas Foster theorizes physical blindness may sometimes symbolize understanding or prescience in the case of Tiresias (234). 

What if my source has more than one author?

Two authors 

A Byronic hero often has a “chip on his shoulder that is symbolized by another character or object” with which he interacts (Ringe and Davis 345). 


Three authors 

A Byronic hero often has a “chip on his shoulder that is symbolized by another character or object” with which he interacts (Ringe, Campbell, and Davis 345). 


Four or more authors 

A Byronic hero often has a “chip on his shoulder that is symbolized by another character or object” with which he interacts (Ringe et al. 345). 
*Note: et al. means “and others” in Latin. “et” is not an abbreviation, but “al.” is and requires a period.

What if my citation on the Works Cited page does not have an author? 
For anonymous works alphabetized by title in your works cited, use the first word of the title in the parenthetical documentation. If it is a book title, italicize it. If it is an article title, put it in quotation marks. 

Example: 
Water often symbolizes passage to another world (“Archetype” 22). 

What if there is more than one citation on my Works Cited page by the same author? 
Use the author’s last name followed by the shortened title to distinguish the sources. The title must correspond with the title on your Works Cited page. 

Example: 
Charles Darnay’s identity as Evrémonde is eventually clear to Carton (Dickens, Tale 367). 

How do I punctuate parenthetical documentation? 
Generally, the parenthetical documentation goes between the quote or paraphrase and the end punctuation mark. 

Example: 
Learning to punctuate parenthetical documentation is a key ingredient to successful research papers (Altamira 56). 

Commas and periods that directly follow quotations go inside the closing quotation marks, but parenthetical documentation should intervene between the quotation mark and the end punctuation. If a quotation ends with a period, the period appears after the parenthetical documentation. 

Example: 
Altamira emphatically states, “The correct placement of the period is a critical component of the punctuation of parenthetical documentation” (56). 

Quotation within a Quotation 
Enclose the quotation within the quotation in single quotation marks. 

Example: 
Dr. Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Humanities at Yale University, says in his introduction to Julius Caesar: Major Literary Character: “Entering as the Ghost of Caesar, Shakespeare would have had the pleasure of identifying himself as: ‘Thy evil spirit, Brutus.’ It is a lovely touch, whoever first played it, and it hints at the true relation between Caesar and Brutus, father and son, king and regicide” (3). 

Indirect Source 
Sometimes you will find an important author quoted in a critical source you are using, but you do not have access to the source of the original quote. You must use the format for an indirect source. In this example, the student writer is quoting Jung but found the quote in a source by Walker. Since Walker’s name is in the parenthetical documentation, the reader would expect to find Walker, not Jung, listed on the Works Cited page. 
Example:
Jung uses the phrase “urtümliches Bild,” or “primordial image,” a term borrowed from 19th century cultural historian Jacob Burckhardt, to describe his concept of the archetype (qtd. in Walker 3).

