Designing a Synthesis Essay with Chunk Paragraphs
Overview: When writing an argumentative synthesis essay, your goal should be to take a position on the prompt, and then support that position using evidence from the documents. With this type of prompt, you combine, or synthesize, the information from your sources to develop a unique argument on a topic. Your thesis statement should be a clear claim that presents your perspective and identifies the position you will defend throughout the essay. (note: This does not mean a traditional three-point thesis since it should not follow the five paragraph style.)
Approaching the Essay:
Step One – Identifying the task 
· Read through the prompt, the directions, and important background information for the synthesis essay. 

· Be sure to note the basic task that you are supposed to complete. 

Step Two – Reading through the sources 
· Read through all of your evidence. 

· Find appropriate evidence/quotations you may use in your argument. 

Step Three – Develop a position on the topic 
· Re-read the prompt. Based on the evidence provided, develop a position the topic. 
· Create a thesis appropriate for your task and clarify the position you will justify in your essay.
Step Four – Work with the sources 
· Review the claims you identified in the sources. For each source, choose the big claims which you will use as support. Consider your response as the commentary you will write in the essay. 

· Dr. David Joliffe, former chief reader of the AP Language Exam, suggests that the way to approach the synthesis essay is to think of it as “entering the conversation” with your audience.
· Cite your sources: Whether you are using direct quotations or paraphrasing the ideas from one of the sources, you MUST indicate the source using MLA format (usually author’s last name and a page number if available).
Example: 

In the excerpt from Johnston’s Revolution, he claims that “society is dangerously dependent upon technology” (Johnston). 
Organizing the essay: 
Use a minimum of five sources as your evidence to support your response to the prompt. Follow the model below demonstrating how to write a good chunk paragraph to help you embed your evidence and argue your point. Do not forget to include the commentary piece, which will show original thought and make connections from your evidence to the rest of your paragraph and from your paragraphs back to your thesis statement. Without it you only have a collection of evidence, not a synthesis.
Your body paragraphs should clearly show the thesis you are trying to prove, have appropriate evidence from the text, and include insightful commentary. See the instructions below on writing a good “chunk” paragraph. 
Writing a chunk paragraph:

Each body paragraph of your essay should consist of chunks, which means it should follow a basic guideline of these elements: assertion, context, evidence, commentary, context, evidence, commentary. A chunk paragraph will be roughly eight developed and precise sentences long (not “fluff” to pad the number), with 1-2 sentences for each element.
1.) ASSERTION – the point you are making stated confidently and clearly; the argument or claim that you will prove within the chunk
2.) Context—background information important to the subject and the introduction of the evidence

3.) Evidence—usually in the form of a direct quotation. Be sure to introduce and cite the quotation using MLA citation style.

4.) Commentary—these are your ideas—what is significant about the quotation, what does it mean, and/or how does it relate back to the assertion at the beginning?

5.) Additional context to set up the next quotation.

6.) Evidence—quotation number two from the text that supports your assertion.

7-8.) Commentary—these are your ideas about significance and meaning for the second quotation. Then, in the last sentence of commentary, refer back to the assertion and give paragraph closure.

* Sometimes you may wish to include an additional chunk in your paragraph (see example on next page)
SAMPLE THREE-CHUNK PARAGRAPH (most will contain only two)


ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF BRADBURY’S PORTRAYAL OF ALIENATION IN FAHRENHEIT 451 IS THROUGH FABER’S CHARACTER.  Faber has a vast amount of knowledge, but no one to share it with until Montag comes along. When explaining how the world came to be such an unhappy place, Faber tells Montag that they “are living in a time when flowers are trying to live on flowers, instead of growing on good rain and black loam” (83).  This demonstrates how Faber holds valuable insights into what has become of society. He knows that if free thought keeps deteriorating, the world will become a wretched place.  Faber also mentions that Christ is now used to make “veiled references to certain commercial products that every worshiper absolutely needs” (81).  He is one of the few left in the country who realizes what is happening to the world. With the television taking over the majority of the people’s lives, not many are left that retain the ability to fight the “brainwashing” of Bradbury’s futuristic society, and those few that are able to resist are shunned by the populace and weeded out by the controlling government.  Yet another logical declaration Faber makes is that “the magic is only in what books say, how they stitched the patches of the universe together into one garment for us” (83).  Faber understands that the ideas and ugly truths concealed within the books are vital, not the books themselves. If nothing is left to remind us of the bad things that happened in the past, there is nothing to prevent those atrocities from happening again.
EMBEDDING QUOTES 
Basic Guidelines for the Use of Quotations

· Use quotations to support, not make your argument.

· When you incorporate quoted material into your own sentence, the combined product must be sound grammatically.

· Never offer a quotation without offering your analysis/commentary/insight.

· Do not use overlong quotations. Keep them as short as possible, using ellipsis if necessary.

· Do not distort/hide the context of a quotation to make your argument.

· Do quote phrases that are especially unique, powerful, and/or interesting. Paraphrase generic observations and quote powerful words and phrases.

Methods for Incorporating Quotations
As Part of the Sentence
Example: “There has to be a process in place that prevents someone from rejoining society if they’re still dangerous,” said Jeffrey Klein, a Democratic member of the New York State Senate who has pushed for civil confinement there.

Example: In announcing a deal with legislative leaders on Thursday, Gov. Eliot Spitzer, a Democrat, suggested that New York’s proposed civil commitment law would “become a national model.”


With an Introduction
Example: Toni Morrison’s character Twyla is self-conscious about her uniform and describes what she is wearing but also uses her description to show how she feels, and she says, “Nothing could have been less sheer than my stockings” (Morrison 215).
With a Colon
Example: “The Juniper Tree” portrays the stepmother as being pure evil: “Then the little boy came in at the door, and the Devil made her say to him kindly: ‘My son, will you have an apple?’ and she looked wickedly at him” (Grimm 17).

Using Signal Phrases (rhetorically accurate verbs)
While it is necessary to introduce direct quotations in order to qualify them in relation to the rest of a paper, it is also necessary to introduce these quotations using a varied wording. It becomes monotonous if all the quotations in a paper are introduced with stock phrases: “this critic states” or “another critic says.” A paper is much more interesting and cohesive if the introductory phrases, or “signal phrases,” are varied. Here are some possible signal phrases:
According to Jane Doe, “. . .”
As Jane Doe goes on to explain, “. . .”
Characterized by John Doe, the society is “. . .”
As one critic points out, “. . .”
John Doe believes that “. . .”
Jane Doe claims that “. . .”
In the words of John Doe, “. . .”

Note that there exist fine shades of meaning between phrases such as “contend” and “argue” and large differences between ones such as “claim” and “demonstrate.” Ask yourself questions as to whether the source material is making a claim, asserting a belief, stating a fact, etc. Then choose a verb that is appropriate for the source material’s purpose.

Signal Phrase Words
acknowledges, adds, admits, affirms, agrees, argues, asserts, believes, claims, comments, compares, confirms, contends, declares, demonstrates, denies, disputes, emphasizes, endorses, grants, illustrates, implies, insists, notes, observes, points out, reasons, refutes, rejects, reports, responds, states, suggests, thinks, underlines, writes

Sources

http://writing2.richmond.edu/writing/wweb/introquo.html,    http://www6.svsu.edu/~rich/resources/quotes.html, http://www.quixoticpedagogue.org/2008/03/03/embedding-quotes/  March 3, 2008/in Grammar /by dpogreba
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