ANALYSIS OF RHETORICAL DEVICES

In order to better identify an author’s argument, use of a device, technique, or strategy you will need to explain how and why the author uses that device. Using elements from the chart on the other side of this page, and taking specific examples from the text to support your claims, the following formulas provide some simple steps you can use to generate effective and concise topic sentences as leads to the rhetorical analysis in which you develop and explain those whys and hows.

FORMULAS
Combine elements from Column A with Column B and Column C to create topics sentences.

ANALYSIS #1      

A + B = C

Author’s use of a device for deliberate effect(s).
Sample topic sentence: The use of pronouns contributes to the scene’s ambiguity and mysterious nature in the opening of the essay.

ANALYSIS #2    

A + A + B = C

Authors may use multiple devices for a single effect. Use the word “and” to link them.

Sample Topic Sentence: The tranquil tone and the pastoral setting create a peaceful atmosphere. 

ANALYSIS #3    

A + B = C + C

Authors often use a device for multiple effects.  Use the word “both” to link them

Sample Topic Sentence: The use of parallel structure contributes to both one’s sense of logic and the credibility of the speaker.

ANALYSIS #4

A + A + B = C + C

An author may embed one device in another for multiple effects. Use “and” and “both”

Sample Topic Sentence: The author uses an allusion to pop culture and an embedded metaphor to reveal both the speaker’s critical tone and cynical memories of her father.

ANALYSIS #5

Arrange elements from columns in any order
An author can use multiple devices for multiple effects.  Arrange the items from the columns in any order.

Sample Topic Sentence: The metaphor contributes to an image, which becomes a symbolic motif that allows the author to explore the microcosm of poverty within the individual and the society he represents.

	Column A
	
	Column B
	
	Column C

	RHETORICAL DEVICE
(method or strategy)
	
	LINKING VERBS
	
	INFLUENCE/EFFECT
(intended purpose)

	allusion 
rhetorical question  
_____ diction
parenthetical interruption  
narrator  
______ tone  
figurative language  
metaphor
extended metaphor/analogy  
simile  
hyperbole  
personification/objectification  
exposition  
symbol  
cliché  
retrospective  
irony  
setting  
parallel structure  
sound devices (e.g. onomatopoeia) 
understatement  
interior monologue  
anecdote  
digression  
imagery  
dialogue  
description  
dialect  
rhyme  
oxymoron  
euphemism
structure  
syntax  
repetition  
position  
sense of ethos, logos, pathos  
invective/epithet  
concrete detail (facts)   
paradox  
satire  
generality  
trope of ______ 

assonance

anaphora

allegory 
conceit

syllogism

thesis
	
	  reinforces  
  elicits/evokes  
  escalates  
  creates
changes/pivots  
  develops/elaborates  
  contributes  
  reveals  
  affects  
  makes use of  
  results in/leads to  
  implies/suggests  
  puts stress on/calls attention to 
  alludes to  
  substitutes  
  compares  
  punctuates  
  provides  
  to provoke  
  appeals to  
  calls into question  
  lists  
  inverts  
  emphasizes/places priority on

  reverses/contradicts  
  persuades  
 describes  
 persuades  
  claims/asserts  
  questions  
  introduces  
  ridicules/mocks  
   results in 
differentiates 
echoes
  minimizes/maximizes  
  downplays  
  illustrates  
establishes

designs

transitions

undermines

exaggerates

distorts
offends

duplicates

instructs/warns
	
	  character trait ___
  plot

    emotion of ____
  point of view

  tone/mood/atmosphere is ____
  style

  motif

foil

  reaction to

  conflict

  theme

  farce/parody

  setting

  image of ___
  type of irony

  sound of the word

  pathos

  persona

  suspense

  tension

  ambiguity

  logos

  syntax

  euphony

  cacophony

  connotation

  rhythm

  credibility

  paradox

  object

  rhyme

  laughter

  purpose

  ethos

  concept of ___
stereotype

alliteration

comic relief
equivalent

surprises

well-structured

tangential

attitude of ___

goal of ___
balance/harmony



