Two Types of Introductions

1) The Hook Introduction:
Think fishing when you think of hooking the reader. Once the reader is hooked, you’ve got ‘em. The following techniques are effective: 

· An anecdote that exemplifies the thesis statement. 

· An authoritative quotation 

· A controversial opinion 

· Shocking fact or statistic 

· Definition of an unusual term central to your thesis 

2) Funnel: A funnel introduction begins broad and then narrows into the thesis statement. For example, if your thesis statement were “For the active traveler, cross-country skiing is a perfect way to spend a day in Steamboat Springs,” you could begin your introduction with a statement on cross-country skiing, followed by its growing popularity in the Western United States, its health benefits, and finally to the actual thesis statement.

Introductions to Avoid

1) Clichés: Dead expressions will lose the audience.

2) The Definition of a Well Known Word: Do not define words that everybody over the age of three already knows.

3) The Announcement Introduction: In this description of an announcement introduction, I’m giving you an example of an announcement introduction; then I’m going to tell you how annoying the announcement introduction is and how nobody will continue reading because you just told them what they need to know.

4) The Space Alien/Future Archeologist/Time Traveler Introduction: If a future archeologist looked at this reason he would ask himself why on Earth am I so popular. This introduction type is a subset of the cliché.

5) The “In Common” Introduction: What do Oprah Winfrey, Rosie O’Donnell, Elizabeth Taylor and my mailman Bob have in common? They’ve all fallen victim to one of the ten biggest fitness mistakes. (Can you hear this read out loud in the most annoying voice? That is what it would sound like to the reader.)
NOTE: The thesis statement should come at the end of the introduction for short essays (less than six pages). 
