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The heading of the paper begins in the upper left corner of the paper, on the very first line of the page. Everything that is typed, from the heading, to the title, to the body of the paper must be in standard font, 1.5 or double spaced. Although it may seem boring to look at, MLA format is very particular; there should be no use of bold font, no quotation marks around the title, no extras spaced between the heading, the title, or the indented first line of the paper.
You must be certain that you indent each new paragraph (a research paper should never be a five paragraph essay, so you must pay attention to where you shift topics or ideas). Your paragraph lengths will vary, but a well-developed, well-supported paragraph should contain five or more lines. I am aware that the first paragraph of this document was, in fact, shorter than that length, but I wanted to be certain that you saw the pattern and structure for this first page of the document.
I had considered writing a series of Taylor Swift lyrics here, just to fill the page, but then I thought that would be lame, so I didn’t. How about if I include a quote to show you how to set it up? Dr. Seuss is credited with urging readers not to “cry because it’s over,” but rather to “smile because it happened” (Geisel). This may seem reassuring to those who seek comfort, but anyone who is writing his/her annual research paper can tell you that there will be much crying because it is happening and many smiles when it is over. You are not alone in these feelings; they are common among all students during this process. Do, however, take solace in the knowledge that there will be nothing but smiles after May 12th. Keep up the good work, everyone.
