Socratic Seminar Question Planning Template
                               Name: _____________________________________________________________ Hour: _________ 
The quality of the learning in a Socratic seminar rests on the kinds of questions asked. Keep these guidelines in mind as you prepare questions and follow ups (encourage examples/explanations or pose challenges) and as you think of additional questions while in the middle of the seminar.

· Be sure your questions are based on the text(s)
· Ask questions that are complex and require participants to think beyond what is directly stated in the text

· Ask open-ended, not yes or no questions

· Ask questions to which there are no right or wrong answers

· Regularly ask follow up questions like “Why?” “How do you know?” and “Why is this point important?” to help participants expand their thoughts and responses

· Ask questions that require participants to explain/clarify their reasoning, their assumptions, and to examine possible misunderstandings
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Additional space for notations:

