TABOO LIST
UNACCEPTABLE MARGINS – Follow the guidelines provided by MLA.

INCORRECT PUNCTUATION OF A TITLE -- When in doubt, ask. Otherwise, follow these guidelines:
         “QUOTATION MARKS” 



                  ITALICS (underlining when it is handwritten)
 -short story 






-novel

 -short poem 






-book-length poem

 -chapter in a book 





-full-length book

 -article in a magazine 





-name of magazine

 -article in a newspaper 




-name of newspaper

 -entry in an encyclopedia 




-name of encyclopedia

 -episode of television series 




-name of television series

 -song 







-opera

 -essay 







-movie

      √ Also: direct quotations, words 



    √ Also: names of ships, airplanes, trains,

         used in a special sense, slang, 



       works of art, words or numbers used

         or dialogue 





       as such, and foreign words and phrases

MECHANICAL ERRORS THAT ARE GROSS ILLITERACIES -- Proofread carefully for the following:

· Failure to capitalize the first word of a sentence

· Failure to punctuate the end of a sentence

· Failure to indent for a paragraph or to capitalize personal pronoun I

· Use of IM slang or emojis

· Overuse or repetition of the same word or phrase

· Incorrect use of its or it’s

· Incorrect use of they’re, their, or there

· Incorrect use of two, to, or too

· Incorrect use of your or you’re

· Use of the words things, random, “of” in place of “have” (example: “I would of gone if my parents said yes.”) hisself, theirselves, alot

· Failure to capitalize a proper noun (specific person, place, thing)

· Misspelling of literature, poem, poetry, writing, author

PLAGIARISM -- Deliberate plagiarism is claiming, indicating, or implying that the ideas, sentences, or words of another are one’s own. It includes copying the work of another, or following the work of another as a guide to ideas and expression that are then presented as one’s own. Accidental plagiarism is the improper handling of quotations and paraphrases without a deliberate attempt to deceive, but plagiarism nonetheless. 
