A Checklist to Determine Credibility of Research Sources
To determine if you have a credible source, ask yourself the following:
· Who publishes this web page?

· What makes him/her an authority on this subject?

· Does he/she cite experience or credentials?

· Is he/she accredited or endorsed by a reputable organization?

· If educational background is given, are the educational institutions accredited?

· Does the article contain footnotes to other reputable sources?
Agenda:
· Is the presenter selling something-- a product, a philosophy, him/herself?

· What does the extension (.gov, .com, .edu, etc.) tell you about the source?

· Does the page have a corporate sponsor?

· Are there hidden costs?

· Do you have to enter personal information to proceed?
Scope:
· Who is the intended audience?

· What time period is covered?

· What geographical area is covered?

· Is there a cultural (i.e. Western Europe, Christian) bias?

· Is this information a component of a more comprehensive source? If so, who shortened it, and why?

· Does material taken from other sources appear to be fully credited?
Currency:
· What is the date of the web page?

· How frequently is it updated?

· Is some of the information obviously out of date?

Accuracy:
· Are the facts that are known to you reliable?

· Does the coverage appear to be objective? If not, is the bias clear?

EVALUATING YOUR SOURCES
You might have a valid source…
· Accuracy   If your page lists the author and institution that published the page and provides a way of contacting him/her and . . .
· Authority   If your page lists the author credentials and its domain is preferred (.edu, .gov, .org, or .net), and . . .
· Objectivity   If your page provides accurate information with limited advertising and it is objective in presenting the information, and . . .
· Currency    If your page is current and updated regularly (as stated on the page) and the links (if any) are also up-to-date, and . . .
· Coverage   If you can view the information properly--not limited to fees, browser technology, or software requirement, then . . .
If your source matches the above criteria, you may have a Web page that could be of value to your research!
